
Easter Homily 2018 

We are all to be witnesses of the Resurrection for each other by being lifted-up by 

the Risen One!  

 

My Mother Rita’s experience of attending Mass here with Bishop Quinn: 

“Bishop, I truly believe!  I truly believe!  I am truly a believer!!”     

 

According to scripture, nobody witnessed the actual Resurrection event; it 

was the testimony of witnesses that spread its news.  Today, we are the 

witnesses, so others “see” the Resurrection.     

 

Comments to parish communities that have closed and merged or re-

clustered in the past few years: “They get gold medals for what they have 

done!”   

 

During Lent 2018, we kept hearing Jesus say: “When I am lifted-up from the 

earth, I will draw all people to myself.”  Jesus lifts us up daily in our lives!  

As we prayed the Stations of the Cross during Lent, in the Seventh Station, 

Jesus falls the second time, we heard: “The human heart is filled with 

longing.   We long to be free of our illness, our financial stress, our painful 

relationships with family members, or the “thorn in the flesh” that is the pain 

of our repeated sinfulness.  But in the end, the human heart truly longs only 

for the presence of God, even if that means we must carry our cross as Jesus 

did.  O Lord of all grace, take our hand and raise us up with you!   Lift us 

up!   

 

We sang during Lent:  The Cross of Jesus!  #396 verse 2 

“Deep within create a new heart; melt away the winter chill.  Help us now to 

make a new start, help us now to know your will.  Washed in waters of 

forgiveness, cleansed in waters of new birth, lead us to the Cross of Jesus, 

bringing life to all the earth!”   

 

We are the witnesses of the Resurrection for each other and we are grateful 

and thankful for the countless witnesses and mentors in our of lives of the 

Resurrection story who have urged us on and lifted us up in Christ the Risen 

One!   

 

God of life and of the living, your mercy is found amidst the details of our 

lives.  As surely as you raised Jesus from the death on the cross, raise us up.  

Open our eyes to the truth of our lives, so that we feed the world with 



Resurrection bread that helps all taste and see your unconditional, life-giving 

love!    

 

 


